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A Message From Paul
News From the Literacy Front

Diear Friend:

What university in the nation
hod Barbaora Bush and Michozl
Dukakis on s compus within twa
waeks? Southerh Illinois University
Carbondale. And if that was oll that
was accomplished, it would be a
small plus for our University and for
the Institute that played a key role
in Bringing them here. But their
presence did more than that,

In the case of Barbara Bush,
she jeined literacy leaders from
around the nation in logking at what
we can do te significantly improve
the reading and writing abilities of
those who have problems. By the
most conservative estimate, 23 mil-
lign adult Americans cannot recd a
newspaper and cannot Fill aut an ap-
plication form. And cbviously, they
cannat help their children with
schaolweork, so the problem is per-
petuated. The gathering, sponsored
by the Public Policy Institute, made
a number of concrete suggestions
that should couse improvement in
this natianal picture.

The imporfance of basic skills is
shown by a few simple statistics.
First. 82 percent of those in our
prisons and jails are high schoal
dropauts. When they improve their
basic skills—even while in prison—
the probability of their returning to
a life of crime and ta prison drops
fairly dramatically. Second, obout 21
percent of the nation's children live
in peverty, a far higher percentage
than any other western industrial-
ized democrocy. But of parents who
have some college, 9 percent of
their children live in poverty. of

those who are high schoaol gradu-
ates, 29 percent of theirchildren
do, and of those with less than a
high school education, it is 61 per-
cent, (Statistics from the National
Center for Children in Poverty.)

The demand for unskilled lebor
is diminishing, We need fo lift the
level of skilis af eur people 5o that
they will have more and better op-
porfunities.

Where our Public Palicy Insti-
tute differs frem almost all others
is that we do not simply gather
peaple for great intellectual discus-
sion; we make concrete recommen-
dations, Since the literocy meeting o
few weeks age, I have already met
with the Director of the Federal
Bureau of Prisons and three top of -
ficials there %o discuss, among other
things, what can be done to improve
the educational product avaiiable to
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Former First Lady Barbara Bush speaks at SIUC.

prisoners,

Farmer Massochusetts Gov,
Michael Dukakis porticipated ino
health care forum here and then
spoke to students in the Master of
Public Administration program, as
well as other students and faculty
members. The health care issue Is
one that the Institute is considering
explering in greater depth

Later this year, we will have a
sympasium oh a preblem hardly na-
ticed by most people that will be-
come g huge barrier to world stabil-
ity in a few years: the shortage of
water. We will focus specifically on
the precess of desalination, a pro-
cess that is now inexpensive enough
to produce drinking water. But 85
percent of the water the world uses
is for agricultural and industrial
purposes, How great o burden will it
be to desalinate thot water? We




Secretary of State Jesse White, lllincis First

Lady Lura Lynn Ryan, and Celeste Stiehl, a

member of the SIU Board of Trustees, at the
Literacy Symposium.

to you,

Continued from page 1

anticipate having leaders from our country and other
nations here Tar this important sympeosium,

The cantributions our Institute is able to make
to the region and fo the nation—and in some in-
stances to the world—are made possible in large
part by your agsistance through yeur ideas and con-
tributions, We value both.

Let me add that the Institute has been fartu-
nate to assemble a small but quality staff that has
made possible what we have been able to do. Assis-
tant Diractor Mike Lawrence and I come up with
ideas, many from you, pull in other people ta refine
the ideas, and then our staff has to follow through,
and they do that well. T am grateful to them—and

Sincerely,
Paul

Literacy Symposium Draws National Attention
to Improving Literacy Rates

iteracy experts and advocates

from throughout the pation came
to Carbondale in March for the Public
Policy Institute's National Foruom on
Literacy. Dhuring the two-day sympo-
siurm, the experts proposed an action
agenda designed toassure that Amer-
wcans of all ages possess the reading
skills vital to economic prosperity and
the democratic ideal of participation
by all citizens.

“The United Statés faces ils muost
critical skills gap in this century,” the
joint statement read. “Nearly 40 mii-
lion adult Americans lack the skills to
be fully productive members of local
comimunities, & be effective workers,
citizens and parents.”

A hrghlight of the conference was
the public address by former First
Ladv of the United States Rarbara
Bush, who 15 a long-standing champi-
anat literacy programs in America.

"oday, L|11h|r|1|'."..ih_'l}-', the ‘to-da’
list is still very long. Bue like me, I'm
sure you've noticed a new encrgy
arautd the country when it comes 1o
literacy, and to cducation in general,”
Bush said in her remarks. "Evervone
from corporate CEOs, to Hollywood

celebrities and best-selling authors, to
working moms and dads, and refired
grandparents come up and ask the
familinr question, 'What can we do to
help?' You'll be happy to know: 'm
pretty quick on the answers Give
Eoney, rive fime, give support.”

In addition to Mrs, Bush, partici-
pants included Rep. Tom Sawver
(DO, who joined Simen in co-
sponsoring Lhe Mational Literacy Act;
Hlineis Secretary of Stale and State Li-
Brarian Jesse White; First Lady of 111
neis Lura Lynn Byan; leaders of
national literacy and adult education
organizations; teachers; and adults
whao dramatically changed their lives
by overcoming illiteracy.

Sawyer and other speakers
stressed that millions of Americans
rithie ido net—aor will not—possess
the fundamental skills nesded to at-
tain and perform good-paying jobs in
the 21 certury. Without an able wark
torce, they added, the nation will be
unable 1o sustain economic growth in
an increasingly competitive global
ecanamy and assure a high quality of
lite for all Americans.

A diteracy group comprised of

U.5. Rep. Tom Sawyer
{D-Ohio)

panel members and other national
literacy experts brainstormed that
evening and the next morning at
Giant City Lodge, formulating thei
recommendations (o promote greater
literacy rates and more sugcessiul pro-
grams in the United States,

Sponsonng the forum were G1L;
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Hlinois, the
National Institute for Literacy, iinos
Secretary of State and State Librarian
Jesse White, and the Public Policy
[nstitule.
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- Work on Literacy Recommendations Continues

Fcllqwnup was mndent}ust two days after the Public Policy Instlfute s Nahnn.al Forum on ‘[.ﬂeracy

concluded.

On March 29, 1999, the &menmn Library Assaciation (ALA)J zmqu:a’ne]}r addmssed the challenges
of the new literacy campaign outlined in the Public Policy Institute’s National Forum on Literacy. In
mid-May, the ALA convened a strategy session in Washington, D.C. to discuss the important role of li-
braries in the literacy movement. The outcome of the meeting could be the emergence of an ozgnmzed
nationwide, mtmtjf-b}'-muniy literacy campaign beginning on January 2, 2000.

The Publie Policy Institute is pleased that additional diseussions are being held regarding the
unplemenl:ahan of the literacy recommendations. For more lIlfﬂm‘lathﬂ on M,.a & el’:Eorts contact them

du'ecﬂ}f at 800/545-2433 or visit their home page: wiw, ala.org.

Recommendations from the Conference

L iteracy Recommendations in-
vhuded some of the following:

* Strengthen and clarify the rale
of libraries In providing literacy pro-
erams and services.

= [ncrease the numbers inter-
ested in this massivie national prob:
lern and organize mere effectively,

= Family literacy programs
sheuld be expanded.

& [iscal ru|iginu:—. OIS, Com-
miumity action agencies and the
media-should play alarger role in
encouraging those who have prob
lems to seek help to develop skills.

= agnostic tools to identify
learning disabilities, particularly in
early f’l]]t‘l]‘m::d shauld be much
more widely available

= Becognize literacy raining and
education as an effective anbi-crime
tool that has been demonstrated Lo
reduce recidivism in our prisons.

= Encourage computer skills,
which can help develop literacy and
enhance opportunities for employ-
micnt

* Launch a major campaign to
encourage peaple who have skill defi-
ciencies to seek help,

L3 I111'nrp<:r.=.h=- the |'!i'|r‘.l|_|nrrlll'|i,t:|' iy
abtain basic literacy skills into all
hurman service activities, particularly
at weltare offices and employmient
offices.

* Work to increaze the availabil-
iy af adult education in geographic
areas of greatest need.

* Mrovide tax incentivies 1o
emprlovers booffer werk-place literacy

L A

Puﬂelnsrs John Zickefoose and Joyce Harper
at the literacy conference.

artid cducational opportunities,

* Encourage moare literacy volun-
teers, while developing a greater
vadre ot well-trained professionals in

the field of higher iwducation

= Publish a Mational Literacy
Report Card every two to three vears
to monitor progress of our efforts,

Other Voices

Excerpt from the St. Louis Post-Dispatch editorial, “Tlliteracy: Tougher than
a !:rLr|:|u|.'-l'|sl'm‘l,"‘r Sunday, April 11, 1999:

¥4 Solutions to the literacy problem require private courage and public
action.

Public solutions have been elusive so far. Former Sen. Paul Simon and
Barbara Bush, who have been in the forefront of literacy awareness, led a
conference at Southemn Ilinois University Carbondale last month that made a
score of recommendations, Among them was a call for the library director in
the largest community in every county in the nation to convene leading
educators, ministers, wellare officials, business groups, labor union and
service organizations to mobilize a grass-roots approach to literacy.

Mr. Simon also wants the federal government to require prisoners to take
more education courses. He wants employers to offer incentives to work-
place literacy. And he wants churches and the media to promote openness
about literacy to counteract the embarrassment felt by many poor readers. 72




Foermer
Massachusetts
Gov. Michael
Dukakis (left)
and Paul Simon
speak to
reporters at the
health care
conference.

Partnerships Help Institute Succeed
In Helping Others

Mi(‘hmﬂ [dukakis, former
presidential candidate and gov-

crnor of Massachusetts, came to the
Carbondale campus of Southern [-
nois Lleiversity foodiscoss the chal-
lenges o providing adequate health
care forall Amercans,

Joseph Hartzler, who spearhead-
ed the prosecution of Oklahoma City
Bomber Timothy McVeigh, joined
criminal justice experts from through-
out the nation in addressing the issue
of how we can stop building cne pris-
on after another without compromis-
ing; public satety,

Author 5tuds Terkel is booked for
a special lecture on Now 11 on what
he has leamed and wants to pass on
to others

Experts from throughout the
wiorld are being gathered for a major
symposium on heading off a water
shortage that could throw the world
mto urmaoil,

These and other good things hap-
pen when the Institute becomes part-
ners with others in the University
COMIMILLTLY.

Dukakis accepled Paul Simon’s
invitalion to participate in a health
care forum co-sponsored by the lnsti-
tute and the Master of Public Admin-
istration Program.

Hartzler appeared at a sympao-
sium co-sponsored by the Institute,
the 51U School of Law and S1U's Cen-
ter for the Study of Crime, Delinguen-
oy and Corrections,

The lecture serles that will feature
lerkel and many other notables from

4

widely diverse perspectives 1s a joint
project of the Institute and the South-
ern Hlinois University Press, which is
planning to preduce a book based on
the lectures

The sympasium on water is a
combined venture of the Institute and
the International Water Resources As-
sociation, which is headquartered at
SIL

Meanwhibe, the Institute and
SILs College of Education are part-
ners with public sehools and members
of the business community in Harris
burg; [IL. in developing a pilat pro-
gram to emphasize positive characier
traits in educating vouths from kin.
dergarten through high schonl.

Lawrence Appointed
To Courts Commission

ke Lawrence, the

[nstitute’s associate directorn
has received a gubernatorial appoint-
ment 1o the Iinois Courls Comnis-
sion, which decides cases in which
disciplinary charges have been
brought against judges.

Lawrence and Paula Wolff, presi-
dent of Governors’ Slate University,
are the frst non-judges appointed to
the commission.

[Hinois voters last MNovembir
clmnged the Mlinais Constitution to
allow non-judges to serve on the pan-
el which previously had been com-
prised exclusively of judges:

Lawrence previously had served
as pne of three members of the State
Heard of Ethics,

[na |‘111{J11:L(‘i115 the rlppuint:nwnfh,
then-Cov. Jim Edgar said, “1can think
of notwa people who are better pre-
pared or more quealified to sérve in
the pubic seats on this important
cormmission than Paula Woltf and
Mike Lawrence, Both have provided
exemplary service to the people of
HHnwis in several capacities over the
years, both are well educated in the
pudicial process, and both have car-
ried out their duties throughout their
careers with the utmost attenbion to
moral and ethical responsibility”

Maoreover, the Tnstitute
jotned with the SIUS Office of
International Development L
win a grant fora program to
bring Bangladesh teachers to
the campus to learn about
.'J'smL"TE(.'i'I.]'I dl'!['ILH:rl;“':(' L'I[IIL’ I"IUV-"
wormen have achieved puosi-
ticses af inflaence.

“Iose ane just a few ex-
amples of what we can accom-
plish by working with athers in
the 51U community and be-

vond,” Simon said. “Mike

Lawrence and | are pleased that,
through the asseciations we have
made in the media and government
iwver the Last several decades, vwe are
abrle toenhance programs at the Uni-
versity and work with others to make
a positive difference in the region, the
state; the nation and even the world”

Mike Lawrence {right),
associate director of the
Institute, introduces former
Gov. Jim Edgar to his Public
Policy Reporting class.
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Institute Announces John and Muriel Hayward Fellowship

Muriel and John Hayward are the
inspirations for a new guest lecturer
fellowship,

Director Receives
National Awards

Oi‘l Narch 10, Paul Simon received the Paal H.
Douglas Award, a national award given annu-
ally. Past winners have included former US. Sen.
Mike Mansfield of Montana, Archibald Cox, former
solicitor general of the United States whe left his
post because of his disagreement with Richard
Nixon on the Watergate matter, and Abner Mikva
whao was a distinguished federal judge and former
chief counsel at the White House:

The University of Chicago honored Simon with
the Benton Award, given annually for distinguished
public service, The award was named for U5, Sen,
William Benton, who was active with the Lniversity
of f."hin.:z:gn and who, as senalor from Connecticut,
was the first member of the Senate to speak up
against the tactics of Sen, Joseph McCarthy. Past win-
ners.of the Benten Award include Katharine Gra-
ham; former publisher of the Washigeton Past, and
John Callaway, host of “Chicago Tonight" on WTTW,
a public television station.

F riends of the Public Policy Institute have do-
nated funds to create the John and Muriel Hay-
ward Fellowship, This new fellowship program
will bring a distinguished guest to SIL annually to
lecture in the general area of politics and religion
or palitics and the arts,

"For many vears Jack and Muriel Hayward
have generously given their time and money to
community organizations committed to citizen
participation in government and to the common
gzood in the realms of justice, health, the environ-
ment, education and the arts,” Paul Simon said,
“This fellowship program honors them for the sig-
nificant things they have done to make ours a bet-
ter socicty.”

Drr. Hayward joined SIU in 1968 as a professor
and later served as chairperson of the religious
studies program. He retired from the University in
1983, He and Muriel are both members of the Pub-
lic Policy Institute Regional Advisory Board. They
have four children

Paul Simon
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Jack Kubik Speaks
For 1999 John White Fellowship and Lecture

ormer legislative leader and newspaper owner

Jack Kubik spoke to faculty and students as the
second fellow in the John White Fellowship and Lec-
ture on March 25%.

“Throughout his 14 years in the [llinais House af
Representatives and his experience in the private sec-
tor as a newspaper owner, Jack Kubik has displayed
the kind of political courage and dedication to the
public interest that we strive to honor through the
John White Fellowship,” Paul Simon said. “He was
one of four legislators who worked with the Institute
last year to shape a package that became the most sub-
stantial camnpaign finance reform legislation in 24
!."f‘:'.l rs.

Druring his seven lerms as state representative
from LaGrange P"ark, Kubik was a champion for the
rights of seniors and disabled citizens and a leader in

Water Symposium
Slated for Fall

he Public Policy Institute and the International

Water Resources Association are co-sponsering a
fall symposium on “The Rele of Water Desalination
in Averting a Global Water Crisis” Sept. 19-20, 1999,
on the STUC campus.

“It we are heading toward a grave water crisis,
which we are, and if 97 percent of the world’s water
is seawater, which it is, then one of the seemingly ob-
vious answers to our looming catastrophe is to uti-
lize seawater, The answer is correct, but not simple,”
Paul Simon said in his book Tapped Out: The Coning
Wonrdd Crists in Water and Wit We Can Do Abput 11
“Another way to understand where we are is that
desalination plants provide about one-quarter of |
percent of the world's freshwater needs—better than
nothing but leaving a long way to go.”

Symposium participants will analyeo the role of
desalination in meeting global water supply needs,
discuss future challenges and opportunities for de-
salination and international cooperation, and de-
velop appropriate policy responses for governments
on these issues.

Registralion materials and updates on the sched-
ule of speakers can be found at; www iwrasiwedu/

conferences { desal. himil

property tax reform and judicial reform.

Kubik, who was recently appointed by Gov.
George Ryan as executive director of the Ilinois Rac-
ing Board, spoke Lo several classes and exchanged
views with faculty and students from the journalism
and political sclence programs at a dinner session,
Discussion centered on campaign finance reform, the
pros and cons of a campaign code of ethics and what
ritle the media plays in elections.

Two friends of the Public Policy Institute estab-
lished the John White Fellowship and Lecture to hon-
or outstanding citizens. It is named in honer of John
White, president of Midland Manufacturing, former
president of the Better Covernment Association of
Chicage, and an active participant in civic and politi-
cal life. Mayor Dannel MeCullom of Champaign was
the first Fellow in the program. .

Lt. Gov. Corinne Wood presents a check to
Paul Simon and SIU President Ted Sanders.

Severns Scholarship Grows

A.'-: henorary chairman of the fund drve to establish a
mermorial scholarship at SIUC for the late state
Senalbor Penny Severns, Paul Simon accepted a
personal check for 55,000 from Lt Gow. Corinne Wood
on May 3.

Wood is a vice chair of the drive to raise $150,000,
It is headed by Secretary of State Jesse White. The
funds will endow a full-tuition scholarship awarded
annually o a junior or senior female student majoring
in political science and interested in entering public
service,

Her contribution boosted the amount raised to
more than $60,000. Senator Severns, who received her
bachelor’s degree in political science from SIUC, died
last vear after a long battle against cancer,
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Poverty Symposium Participant Speaks Out

he Rev. John AL Buehrens, presi-

dent of the Unitarian Universalist
Assocation of Congregations in the
United Slates, recently spoke at a
gathering of Unitarians in lowa Cily,
lowa, and concluded his message with
the following, which grew out of his
experience with the Public Palicy In-
stitute, He zaid:

“Tames Luther Adams wrote
these words almost 30 vears ago,

"We of the middle class are templed,
indeed, almost fated, to adopt the reli-
gion of the successtul. This religion of
the successful amounts to a systematic
concealment of and separation from
reality—a hiding of the plight of those
who in one sense or another live
across the tracks. In the end, this con-
cealment comes trom a failure toiden-
tify carrectly and to enter into combat
with what 5t Paul called "the princ-
palities and powers of evil’ The reli-
gicm of the succezsful tures out to be a
sham spirituality, a cultivaled blind-
ness, for it tends to reduce itself to
personal kindliness and philanthropy
costing little, Thus it betravs the world
with a kiss'™

Recently, at a meeting here in the
Midwest at which many of America’s
religions leaders gathered to addross
issues of poverty, I read these waords
aloud to my colleagues and then dis-
tributed copies,

The meeting was convened by
former Senator Paul Simon of Tlinods,
The mligious diversity of the leaders
present was quite striking: from Ar-
menian Orthodos, ko Evangelical
Christian, Orthodox Jewish to Luthe-
ran, Methadist, Mormon, Muslim, Re-
formed—nol to menton yours truly
and Pal Rebertson,

“We gather to sound a moral
alarm,” said the joint statement we
issued. “While our nation enjovs un-
precedented prosperity, fully 21 per-
cent of America’s children live in pov-
ertyv. Even in these wood economic
times, the growing disparity between
the rich and the poor 15 evidence that
all is not well,”

We met in a state park lodge con-
structed during the Depression by the
Civilian Conservation Carps. Prof.
William Julins Wilson,; author of When

Wark Disippears: The New Plight of the
Leban Poor, jeined us for an evening,
S0 did some single mothers who have
experienced first-hand the difficulties
of trving to move from welfare to
work.

Our six-page statement—uwhich

We have not yet done enough
as religious leaders and
communities.... (We are)
calling upon elected leaders
of this land Lo join with us in
a rebirth of the spirit of the
civil rights movement—in a
guest lor justice, Tor eco-
nomic opportunity vpen to
all. Spiritually, morally,
politically. our nation needs
that spirit again, desperately.

—Rev. John A. Buehrens

was crafted in ihe presence of a group
of observers including Catholic sis.
ters, office-holders, welfare workers
and recipients; local citizens of all
sorts and conditions, a White House
staffer, and a member of the press—
addressed itzelf b both state and
church.,

“We came together ina rather
confessional mode,” Tsaid at the clos-
ing press conference, as one af the
spokespersons for the group, “admit-
ting that we have not vet done
enough {as religious leaders and com-
munities), and calling upon elected
leaders of this land tojoin with usin a
tebirth of the spirit of the civil rights
movement—in a quest for justice, for
COOAMOTT uppurtunii}r Qe b all.
Spiritually, morally, politically, our
nation needs that spirit again, desper-
ately,”

W called For job creation pro-
grams—with public/ private partner-
ship in providing such vital elements
as adequate childeare, transportation,
training, health care and insurance,
and social supports. We must get
started now, [ zaid, while the economy
is goad, For as Jesus put it, “If they da
as much in a green tree, what shall

thev doin a doy?”

Ihe group agreed to extend inyvi-
tations to ather religions leaders {os-
pecially Catholics and women) whao
weren't adequately represented at this
first gathering, and to meet again this
winler, in Washington, D.C.

e memorable moment in the
meeting came when Robertsan spoke
aboud "the epidemic of promiscuity
and illegitimacy™ and tried Lo insert
thal phrase into the joint statement,
An African-American minister from
the very poorest neighborhood in Chi-
cago replied: “Brother Robirtson, that
word ‘illegitimate’ bothers me, Some
folks would use it about me, 1 never
use it | don't find it pastorally useful,
Ltell my peaple, "We're all children of
God." Could we find ancther way to
phrase vour concern?”

By the end of that meeting Rob-
ertson was thanking that colleague for
reminding him that cconomic justice
and vombating paverty are vital to our
shiared moral future—"so that we
dont have twa Americas—but we
have one America with a sharing in
the riches and blessings of this na-
Hiom,”

Tawhich 1 could only add,
Amen!” Mavall our efforts to that
end become, as Marian Wright Edel-
man put in her Beacon book of the
same Htle, “the measure of our suc-
cess” It's the standard by which the
children, the future, perhaps God,
shall judge us.”

On The Horizon

VN Sept. 16, Fred Korematsu,
civil rights crusader, What
1 Have Learned and Would
Like to Pass On Lecture
Series,

VA Oct. 20, C. Everett Koop,
former U.S. Surgeon
General, presentation on
tobacco issues,

W Nov. 11, Studs Terkel,
Chicago-based author,
What I Have Learned
series,
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Sinclair to Aid Institute
with Planned Giving

he Public Poliey Institute is

pleased to have the services of
Jerry Sinclair, an experienced linois
banker and financial investor, to help
potential donors contribute through
wills, trusts, and annuities,

lerry servid as president, chair.
man, and chicf executive officer of
Salem Mational Bank until it was sold
in 1980 He later owned a private in-
vestment company. Jerry's experi-
ence in the finandial arena includes
serving as chajrman and president of
the Association fur Modem Banking
and on the executive committee of the
American Banking Association.

Asa long-time supporter and
adviser during Paul Simon's career in
public office, Jerry 1s well aware of
the pusitive impact the SIU Public
Paliey Institute has throughout [
nots and the nation.

It you are interested in learning
more about how you can help sup-
part the Public Molicy Institute
through planned giving, please con-
tact the [nstitute at (615) 45340089 or
return the form at right.

Paul Simon asks for ynurh&lp
to snrppurt the Public Policy | Institute

'Yes, I hehnre the work of ﬂmg PJubliE Pﬂ]I{j’ hsﬁmte Iimtpm'hnta.nd'l want l:o: .

‘support its work with the fn]]nnringgi.&: (all gifts are m&dwﬂibh}_i

Qs Oss00 Other amount _
(Please mmake your checks payable fo the SILE Foundation.)

£ would like information about making a planned gift t thn'ﬂu.hli:: Fuﬁr.'y

Institute (i.e. wills, trusts, annuities, estate planning; etc.}

Name::

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Your Message to Paul:

Mail to:

.Pnbhc Policy. lmhtu‘ln d
Southern Illinois Umvemit}"
Mailcode 4429

‘Carbondale, IL 62901-4429
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