
“WHO HOLDS THE CRAYONS: 
HOW OTHER STATES REDISTRICT LEGISLATURES”

 The 2014 
Illinois guber-
natorial race has 
started to take 
shape.  To kick 
off the campaign 
season, the 
Paul Simon 	
Public Policy 	
Institute has 
invited each of 
the candidates to campus to have the op-
portunity to speak with students and hear 
their concerns about Illinois government.

Illinois State Senator Kirk Dillard, a 
candidate for the Republican nomination, 
(pictured above) was the first candidate to 
come to campus and conducted a discus-
sion group with students. Dillard spoke 
with students about state redistricting, the 
state budget and fracking. 

When it comes to drawing the district 
lines for state legislators, Illinois has lots 
of  options to choose for doing a better 
job, leading national experts told a Simon  
Institute conference earlier this year in 
Springfield.

“Who Holds The Crayons:  How Other 
States Redistrict Legislatures,” was a day-
long gathering designed to examine how 
other large, diverse states craft legislative 
districts. Attendees were looking  to see if 
those systems might work in Illinois.  

“The drawing of legislative and congres-
sional districts is a political issue that sits at 
the center of many problems in Illinois 	
politics,” said David Yepsen, director of the 
Paul Simon Public Policy Institute.  

“Under the current system, the legisla-
ture devises its own district lines, a process 
that ensures incumbents protect themselves 
and sees the majority party marginalize the 
minority party. 

“By creating safe districts for most 
members, members have little incentive to 
cross party lines to work together and every 
incentive to simply pander to their base vote 
so they don’t lose in a primary.  After all, 
once they win that primary in a safe district, 
they don’t have to worry about winning in 
November,” he said.

That, in turn, creates more partisanship 
and makes it difficult to encourage col-
laboration, Yepsen said. “It also contributes 
to public mistrust and provides no incen-

tive for members to compromise to solve 
problems and appeal to independent voters 
back home. As a result, Illinois has record 
high budget deficits and record low bond 
ratings.”

Looking at ways to improve redistrict-
ing in Illinois has been a research focus of 
the Institute for years.

Other states use different methods for 
redistricting including citizens commissions, 
or commissions independent of the legisla-
ture.  Some have non-partisan staffers draw 
lines that pay no attention to the residence 
of incumbents or the party registrations of 
voters in those districts.

continued on pg. 8

ILLINOIS GUBERNATORIAL 
CANDIDATES’ VISITS

Ten years 
ago this fall we 
lost Paul 	
Simon.  It was 
far too early. 

The Paul 
Simon Public 
Policy Institute 
is marking the 
85th anniver-
sary of Paul’s 
birth with a 	

major fundraising event at a Chicago pre-
miere of a documentary about his life. 

The new documentary, produced 
by WSIU-TV’s Jak Tichenor, will be the 	
featured entertainment at the event.

Donations are being accepted by check 
and online for the Nov. 18 event at the 
Union League Club in Chicago. 

“This will be a festive evening,” said 	

Matt Baughman, former associate director of 
the Institute. 

“We hope many of Paul’s former staffers, 
campaign workers, donors and friends will 
join us for the film screening while renew-
ing old friendships and helping Paul’s living 
legacy.”

Chicago philanthropist and long-time 
Simon friend Lester Crown is offering a 
$50,000 matching grant to encourage donors 
to contribute to the event.

“We can’t thank Mr. Crown and our 	
donors enough for their help,” Institute 
Director David Yepsen said. 

“This support will enable the Institute 
to expand its work on political reform efforts 
and helping students prepare for careers in 
politics and public service.  These were things 
Paul championed during his career and I 
know he would be happy.”
To donate, visit www.paulsimoninstitute.org.

PAUL SIMON’S 85TH BIRTHDAY COMMEMORATION
AND DOCUMENTARY PREMIERE



Two outstanding students who work 
with the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute 
are the recipients of the 2013 Mike Lawrence 
Scholarship.

Lauren Conner, a graduating senior 
from Maywood, and Shanara Bush, a senior 
from Romeoville, each received the scholar-
ship at a ceremony on April 24.

The award honors Lawrence, who re-
tired as Institute director in November 2008. 
The veteran newsman, press secretary and 
political analyst joined the Institute in 1997 

	
	

as associate director, and became director 
in 2004 following the death of founder and 
former U.S. Sen. Paul Simon. 

Scholarship candidates are students 
involved with the Institute and active in the 
University community.

Issue 22/Fall 2013 The Simon Times
is printed for contributors and friends of 
the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute at 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale. 
Content provided by University 
Communications and Institute staff. All 
photographs by University Communications 
and Institute staff unless otherwise noted.

Connect with the Institute 
via Facebook, Twitter and YouTube!

facebook.com/paulsimoninstitute
twitter.com/psimoninstitute

youtube.com/user/PaulSimonInstitute
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A MESSAGE FROM DAVID YEPSEN

This year 
– 2013 – is an 
anniversary year.  
It’s the 85th 	
anniversary of 
Paul Simon’s 
birth, the 25th 
anniversary 
of his 1988 	
campaign for the 

presidency and the 10th year after his pass-
ing.

So we’re marking 2013 by holding one 
of the Institute’s largest fundraising efforts 
ever – complete with the showing of a new 
WSIU-TV documentary about Paul’s life.

On Monday evening, Nov. 18 at the 
Union League Club in Chicago, the Institute 
will present an hour-long documentary about 
Paul’s life: “P.S. Illinois: The Paul Simon Sto-
ry, A Life of Uncommon Courage,” produced 
by WSIU-TV’s award-winning producer Jak 
Tichenor. It features interviews with Studs 
Terkel, Abner Mikva, David Broder, David 

Axelrod, Al Franken, Carol Marin and Andy 
Shaw, among others. 

To encourage people to attend the 
Chicago premiere of the film, Lester Crown 
has provided a $50,000 matching grant. Mr. 	
Crown is a leading Chicago business execu-
tive and philanthropist – and a longtime 
supporter of Paul’s and this Institute. Contri-
butions to the Institute during this fundrais-
ing period will help us meet Mr. Crown’s 
generous challenge.

I hope you will be able to join mem-
bers of the Simon family and many of Paul’s 
former supporters and staffers for a little 
popcorn and beverage as we bring back many 
fond memories and renew old friendships at 
the “cinema.”

Another fundraising effort is asking do-
nors and supporters to remember us in their 
estate plans.  The end of the year tax planning 
is a good time for you to tell your accountant 
or lawyer that you want to leave something 
to the Institute.  It could be a cash gift, but 
charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder 

trusts, and IRAs often generate more support 
over time.

Two important points about this:  
•	 First, it’s essential YOU bring this up 

with your lawyer and tax planner, so 
they know you want to leave something 
for the Institute. Don’t wait for them to 
ask.  It’s critical to have the conversation 
and make your wishes known to get the 
paperwork rolling.

•	 Second, leaving these gifts isn’t just 
something done by the well-to-do.  Paul 
was a champion of the little guy and 
smaller donations left for us can multiply 
quickly. 
We are deeply grateful to each of you 

for the support you have provided us over 
the years.  Your donations are also votes of 
confidence letting us know you want to keep 
Paul and Jeanne Simon’s legacies alive for 
future generations.

Paul Simon Public Policy Institute - Mail Code 4429 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale
1231 Lincoln Drive
Carbondale, IL 62901

Tel: 618/453-4009
Fax: 618/453-7800

Email: paulsimoninstitute@gmail.com
www.paulsimoninstitute.org

2013 MIKE LAWRENCE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

 

(l-r) Shanara Bush, Lauren Conner and David Yepsen
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The inaugural 
Celia M. How-
ard intern is 
Lindsay Knaus, 
a 2nd year mas-
ter’s student in 
Public Admin-
istration from 
Seattle, Wash-

ington. Knaus has a bachelor’s degree in 
human services from Western Washington 
University and a Master’s degree in Social 
Work from SIU Carbondale.

Knaus is currently working on south-
ern Illinois regional and statewide polling, 
while also focusing on redistricting and 
term limits in Illinois.

 She is also collaborating with Insti-
tute staff on its civic education initiative, 
which includes developing new civic 
engagement opportunities for local high 
school students and educators. 

The 2013 	
Simon Gradu-
ate Research 
Fellow is 
Kent Dolezal, 
a Ph.D. 
candidate in 
economics 
from Chi-

nook, Montana.   Dolezal has a bachelor’s 
degree in secondary education from 
Montana State University and a Master’s 
degree in Public Affairs from the Hubert 
H. Humphrey School of Public Policy and 
Affairs.

Dolezal is working on the Institute’s 
statewide Simon Poll; on the Southern 	
Illinois Poll;  and studying  regional eco-
nomic development issues.  He will help 
with special events throughout the year.

LANE INTERN CHERISHES LEGISLATIVE WORK

For recent SIU Carbondale graduate 
Lauren Connor, learning first-hand about 
the legislative process in Springfield was an 
opportunity she will cherish.

Connor, the inaugu-
ral Alexander Lane intern, 
recently finished her work 
with the Democratic Issues/
Communications staff for the 
Illinois House of Representa-
tives.  Connor, who earned 
her bachelor’s degree in the-
ater with a minor in political 
science in May, worked from 
mid-January through May 31 
on tasks including assisting 
representatives in commu-
nicating with constituents,  
researching, and reviewing 
proposed legislation.

Connor said the experi-
ence at the Capitol “was a 
crash-course in state govern-
ment, politics, policy and 
professionalism.”

“This is invaluable to 
anyone interested in pursuing 
a career in politics and gov-
ernment,” she said.  “My knowl-
edge of public policy, relation-
ships with politicians, and understanding of 
the legislative and political process are the 
things I most cherish from my experience.”

 The Institute established the internship 
program in November 2011 to honor Lane, 
the first African American male student at 
what would become SIU Carbondale.  The 
paid internship allows at least one student 
each spring to work with a minority member 
of the Illinois General Assembly toward a 
goal of carrying on Lane’s legacy of high 
achievement and public service.

Lane rose from meager beginnings 
in pre-Civil War Mississippi to become a 
school principal, physician, and an Illinois 
state legislator. Lane attended then-South-
ern Illinois Normal University, enrolling in 
the teachers college in 1876, just two years 

after instruction at Southern Illinois Normal 
University began.  

Lane was the ninth African American 
elected to the General Assembly in 1906, 

and was re-elected in 1908.  He died in 1911 
in Chicago.

With a passion for writing and public 
speaking, Connor said one of the favorite 
aspects of her internship was developing  
speech-writing skills for remarks prepared 
for House members for conferences and 
hearings. 

She also recalls the passionate speeches 
of legislators opposed to conceal and carry 
gun laws because they feared the laws would 
be detrimental to their communities. 

“I am still fascinated that I was able 
to participate in such historic moments  in 
Illinois,” she said.

Connor recently accepted a position in 
government and foundation relations with 
the famed Steppenwolf Theater in Chicago.

Lauren Connor at the Illinois Capitol in Springfield, IL

INAUGURAL 
CELIA M.HOWARD 
INTERN NAMED  

2013 SIMON  
GRADUATE RESEARCH 
FELLOW NAMED  

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT



Events in Review
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Steve Schnorf, former senior budget and policy adviser to Illinois Governors Edgar and Ryan, 
spent a day on campus during the early spring 2013 semester to visit with donors, students, and  
faculty to share his thoughts on Illinois’ budget and pension woes.  Schnorf, a state budget and 
procurement consultant to Morrill and Associates,  has more than two decades experience with 
state government, and held lead negotiating roles on many of Illinois’ key legislative initiatives. 
Schnorf was state budget director from 1997 to 2002, and his experience included contract 
negotiations with the state’s largest employee union; developing state budgets and supervising all 
bond sales during that time.

John Tillman, CEO of the Illinois Policy Institute, visited campus to discuss how state 
government can begin to address Illinois’ budget and pension crisis. Tillman’s six-year tenure 
at the Illinois Policy Institute has earned him the prestigious Roe Award for his leadership, 
innovation and accomplishments in public policy for advancing the free market philosophy. The 
Illinois Policy Institute has released numerous studies and reports on topics such as government 
spending, taxes, pensions and economic matters.

Bill Stanhouse, manager of the Southern Region Office of  Regional Economic Development, 
for the Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity met with students at 
a “Pizza and Politics” session to discuss southern Illinois’ opportunities for economic growth 
and how to shape a new business climate for the region. Stanhouse (SIU ‘74), also discussed his 
experences working for DuPont and in governmental affairs all over the nation.

Dr. Dianne Bystrom, director of the Carrie Chapman Catt Center at Iowa State University, 
visited campus this spring to discuss the role of women in politics.  Bystrom frequently comments 
on political and women’s issues for numerous national and international media.  She is a 
contributor, co-author or co-editor of 15 books, and also teaches courses on leadership, women 
in politics and political campaigns for Women’s Studies, Political Science and Communications 
as an adjunct assistant professor. Her visit was sponsored by the  Institute’s “Women in Politics” 
Series designed to encourage their participation in politics. 



Visit www.paulsimoninstitute.org 
to learn about upcoming events. 

Steven Casteel,  former Chief of Intelligence of the Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) held a discussion with students at “Pizza and Politics,” sharing his experiences from his  
career in law enforcement. During his 31 years with the DEA, Casteel traveled and worked in 
dozens of countries with the responsibility for aligning worldwide offices by focusing on 
operations, auditing, and law enforcement.  Upon retirement, Casteel was appointed by the 
White House as Senior Advisor to Iraq’s Ministry of Interior. Today, he works and consults for 
international energy and private equity companies.  Casteel, an SIU Carbondale alumnus (‘71 
Zoology), also spoke to students in the criminal justice program. 
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Allen LaPointe,  Vice President of Environmental Quality at John G. Shedd Aquarium in 
Chicago spoke with students at a “Pizza and Politics” session where he shared his concerns about 
the future of the world’s water supply.  An SIU Carbondale alumnus (’93 Zoology), LaPointe has 
led numerous water quality seminars and trainings for zoological organizations. He also teaches 
courses in water chemistry and aquarium environmental quality at the Shedd, as well as travels 
internationally conducting water research.

Andy Shaw,  executive director of the Better Government Association,  spoke about Illinois 
government reform at a luncheon this past April. Shaw is a former award-winning television and 
newspaper journalist who spent 37 years covering local, state and national politics, business, and 
education issues.  He became executive director of the BGA in June 2009, and later its president 
and chief operating executive. The Institute is partnering with the BGA for a March symposium 
examining the issue of term limits in Illinois. (See page 11 for more details.) His visit was 
sponsored by the John White Lecture Series.



HONOR ROLL OF DONORS	 July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013    

$25,000 & Up
Jerome Mileur

$24,999-$5,000
Celia M. Howard Fellowship Fund
Patricia Simon
Robert R. McCormick Foundation

$4,999-$2,500
Iowa Health System
William & Gail McGraw
Lauren Rowley
David Yepsen
The Machinery Haulers 

Association, Inc.
Iowa Motor Truck Association

$2,499-$1,000
Ameren Corporation
Christine Bressers Supplemental

Needs Trust
Juh Wah & Han Lin Chen
Betty & Donald Darling
Carol & Richard DeShutter
Carolyn Donow, Ph.D. &

Herbert Donow
Gemini Foundation
Nancy & John Jackson
Janet & Neil Mathis
Peter & Rebecca Pirmann
Jean & Robert Pulliam
Lester & Edna Shapiro 

Family Foundation
Nathan Shapiro
SIU Alumni Association
Harry & Susan Wirth

$999-$500
Robert Beck
Janice Burns & Steve Payne
David Carle
Nancy & William Chen
Myron & Patricia Cherry
Citizens for Al Riley
Carolyn Ferdinand
Julie & Joel Fritzler
Frank Houdek  & Susan Tulis
Anne Gaylord & Donald Monty
Illinois Education Association-NEA
Dennis & Sharon Johnson
Gilbert & Jean Kroening
Eugene & Theresa Lang
Eugene M. Lang Foundation
Charles Leonard & 

Kimberly Kempf-Leonard
Larry & Rebecca Mayer
Donald McHenry
Dawn Clark Netsch
Brooke and John Peoples, Jr.
Quatro Foods, Inc.

Albert Riley
Bettylu & Paul Saltzman
Frances Sullivan
Vanguard Charitable Endowment 

Program

$499-$250
Berkley & Elinor Bedell
Thomas Britton & Molly Edwards
Barbara Brown &  Richard Brown
Jerry & Norma Brown
Margaret &William Freivogel
Richard French
Robert & Linda Hawkins
Lane Blume-Hudgins & 

Joseph Hudgins
Judith & Richard Jasculca
Jasculca, Terman and Associates, Inc.
Barbara Lesar
Barbara & Dan Kimmel
Leota Klingberg
Bozena & John McLees
David & Susan Metz
Carolyn & Christian Moe
Gregory & Emily Parish
Rick & Diane Schwab
Ann & Benjamin Shepard
Richard & Mary Skelley
Carolyn Snyder
Susan & Robert Spellman
Howard & Karri Spiegel
The Spirit of Attucks
Stephen Wasby
Bonnie & Stephen Wheeler
Arlin & Laraine Williams

$249-$100
Sammye Aikman
Bruce Appleby
Rhoda Ashby
William Ashby
Cheryl & Orlo Austin
Dorothy & John Baker
Charles & Margaret Baughman
Richard Baumgartner
Lieselotte Betterman
Dorothy Beyler
Mark & Ramsey Botterman
Steven Brown & 

Marilyn Kulavic-Brown
Carol Burns & Steven Kraft
James & Martha Burns
Ann & Gene Callahan
Philip Carriagan & Mary Jakes
Joan Casleton
Pamela Chen
Barbara & John Clemons
Linda & Robert Curran
John & Julie Davis
Mary Ellen & Neil Dillard
Barbara & Philip Dillow
Patricia Eckert & Jerome Molumby
Emerson Electric

Carl & Mary Flaks
Terry & John Foster
J.C. & Carol Garavalia
Gail &  Phil Gilbert
Betty Goldiamond
Samuel Goldman
John & Robin Haller
Robert Harper
Carolyn & Richard Hart
Gerald & Ruth Hawkins
Lois Hayward
Bonnie & Roy Heidinger
Edward Helleny
E.J. & Taffie Helleny
Alan & Judith Hoffman
Candis & Fred Isberner
Dorothy Ittner
Marvin & Marion Kleinau
Lois Klingeman
Mary & Robert Klonoski
Perry Knop & Sheila Simon
David & Loretta Koch
Michael Korte
Lea & Richard Kuehl
Gregory Kupiec
Beverly & Zarrel Lambert
Johannes Laursen
Marianne & Mike Lawrence
Greg & Peggy Legan
Barbara & Morton Levine
Astri Lindberg
Richard Lockhart
Kathryn Loewy & Terry Steczo
Joel Lovelace & Elizabeth Arthur
Barton & Jenny Lorimor
Robert Luken
Clara McClure
Margery Miller
Robert Murphy
Sally Nusinson
Joan O’Brien
Mary O’ Hara & Thomas Redmond
Hiram & Jean Paley
Nada Palmer
Eugene Parvin & Darlene Petersen
Edgar Peara
Lawrence Pettit
Ed & Susie Phillips
Myron & Rene Potter
Donna & Paul Povse
Christopher & Susan Prendergast
Alexander & Sofia Pyatetsky
Susan Pyatetsky
Jane Rader
David & Mary Rendleman
Angela & Paul Restivo
Marvin & Shirley Rich
Bruce & Ellen Rodman
Diana & Robert Rogier
Steve & Kappy Scates
Kim & Bernie Schoenburg
Deborah & Mark Schwiebert
Constance & Michael Shanahan

Ilene & Michael Shaw
Arthur & Shirley Simon
Kenneth & Martha Swanson
Debra & Lee Tayes
Marleis & Robert Trover
Trover & Trover Associates
Janet Waggoner
Joyce Webb
Olga Weidner
Robert Weinberger
Jesse White
Donald & LaLeeta Wilson
Laraine Wright
Almer & Kristen Yancey

Under $100
Abbott Fund
Daron & Jill Absher
Jean & Michael Alexander
Charlotte & Walter Arnstein
Christopher Baughman & 

Izayana Matamoros-Baughman
Esther & Norman Beck
Arthur & Barbara Berman
Clayton Black
Teresa Blaurock
Daniel & Dorothy Hildebrandt
Louisa & Stephen Buck
Michael & Nancy Carr
Floyd Camerson
James Cather & Lilly Crane
Neil Claussen
Brian & Terri Cohen
Scott & Lynda Conkel
Robert Cordova
Theresa Cummings
Floyd & Shirley Cunningham
Ann & James Doig
Jill & Jeffrey Dorries
Virginia Downes
Danuta Ehrlich
Patricia Fahy
Mary & William Fitzhugh
Robert & Sylvia Frank
Elizabeth Gersbacher
David & Sandra Gobert
The Burton & Anne 

Greenblatt Foundation
Cynthia Gunderson & Ray Johnson
Josephn & Elizabeth Hancock
Marilyn & Roger Hanson
Patricia Haynes
Harry & Janet Heifetz
Chad Hooiser
J.G. & Margaret Howard
Jesslyn Jobe & Chris Wissmann
Daniel & Molly Johnson
John & Lana Keith 
Lois & Nicholas Kendellen
Carol & Kenneth Kiser
Raymond & Vinette Kopetz
Eliezer Krumbein
Axel Kunzmann
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Loretta & Richard J. Durbin by John & Lana Keith
Marianne & Michael J. Lawrence by Barbara Lesar

Marianne & Michael J. Lawrence by Harry & Janet Heifetz
Marianne & Michael J. Lawrence by Margaret & William Freivogel

Joel Lovelace & Elizabeth Arthur by Richard French
Hugh & Joanne Schwartzberg by Marvin & Shirley Rich

Perry Knop & Sheila Simon by Laraine Wright
David Yepsen by The Machinery Haulers Association, Inc.

David Yepsen by Iowa Health System
David Yepsen by Iowa Motor Truck Association

Arthur Aikman by Sammye Aikman
Gladys Gleason by Richard & Barbara Brown
John Hayward by Stephen & Katherine Scates
John Hayward by Richard & Barbara Brown

John Hayward by Floyd & Shirley Cunningham Trust
John Hayward by Daniel & Molly Johnson
John Hayward by David & Sandra Gobert

Judith Jackson by Richard & Barbara Brown
Elaine Krumbein by Eliezer Krumbein

Gladys Lawrence by Harry & Janet Heifetz
Mark Lawrence by Harry & Janet Heifetz

Samuel Lewis by Teresa Blaurock
Alvin Meier by Lois & Nicholas Kendellen

Thomas Secoy by Myra Secoy
Paul Simon by Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Paul Simon by Susan Pyatetsky
Paul Simon by Esther & Norman Beck

Patti Stofferahn by Justin & Marissa Stofferahn
Marion Taylor by Christine Bressers Supplemental Needs TrustWANT TO DONATE?

You can make a secure online donation at:
www.paulsimoninstitute.org 

Or you can mail a check to:
Paul Simon Public Policy Institute

Mail Code 4429
Southern Illinois University

1231 Lincoln Drive
Carbondale, IL 62901

We are pleased to acknowledge any gifts made in 
honor or memory of loved ones. 

Mark your check accordingly or include a note as you wish. 

SAMPLE LANGUAGE:
LEAVING A BEQUEST IN  

YOUR WILL

“I bequeath to the Southern Illinois University Foundation, a not 
for profit corporation duly existing under the laws of the State of 

Illinois, the sum of $____ (or ____% of my estate) to be directed to 
the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute endowment.”
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Anton Kvernes
Anita Lenzini
Alice Limpus & Gerald Elders
Dannel & Jeanette McCollum
Douglas & Kiva McEwen
Patrick McGee
Karla & Robert Mees 
Rita Meltzer
Larry & Sharon Meyer
Herbert & Marianne Michael
Murdale True Value, Inc.
Deborah & James Nash
Kathleen O’Laughlin & 

William Sasso

Janet & Ralph Otwell
Nick & Stephanie Palazzolo
H.F.W. Perk
Mary & Nicholas Penning
Jerre & Nancy Pfaff
Dorcy & Don Prosser
Janice & Robert Radtke
Bill Recktenwald
Cheryl & Larry Reimer
J.G. & Kathleen Schneider
Ellen Schumer
Daniel Schwab
Myra Secoy
George & Diane Sheffer

Charlene Shields
Blanche Carlton Sloan
Faith & Kurt Stern
C.Richard & Cynthia Stockner
Jane & Ronald Stockton
Justin & Marissa Stofferahn
Burton & Iris Swanson
Seena Swibel
Albert & Glennette Turner
Vivian Ugent
Dennis & Mary Vidoni
Thomas Villiger
Philip & Phyllis Weatherspoon
J. Richard & Margaret Weaver

Donald & Mary Welge
Olive Whiting
Carolyn & Robert Willard
Christy & Jason Woolard
Lee & Sol Yates

GIFTS IN HONOR OF GIFTS IN MEMORY OF

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!
Your contributions make the Institute’s work possible. 
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First-term Congresswoman Cheri 
Bustos (D-IL) presented a self-described 
“intimate conversation” in southern Illinois 
as part of the Institute’s ongoing Women in 
Politics series. 

As a Democrat from the 17th District of 
Illinois, Bustos offered the audience insight 
on the importance of political parties work-
ing together and how rewarding a career in 
public service can be.

Bustos said if the country is to move for-
ward, political parties need to find common 
ground to make common sense solutions. 
Since arriving in Washington D.C., Bustos 
has already been hard at work building rela-
tionships and conquering issues important to 
her district. She made a promise to herself to 
reach out to each of the freshmen members of 
Congress to develop strong relationships. 

“I am a relationship-building kind of 
person. I think anybody who has success in 
business understands that,” said Bustos. 

Bustos also suggested that efforts need 
to be made to curtail out-of-control election 
campaign spending. Her 2012 election race 
ended up being the fourth most expensive 
race in the country because of outside money 

being poured into the campaigns.
“This outside money is very, very 

harmful to the democratic process,” she said. 
“Think of what could have been done with 
money like that.”

She said the new Democractic caucus in 
Congress also includes a “majority minority,” 
meaning that there are now more people of 
color and women serving than the typi-
cal white male legislator stereotype. Bustos 
stressed that if anyone has any inclination to 
make a difference, running for office or taking 
a career in public service is a terrific way to 
accomplish that. 

“We have always, always made better 

decisions when we had a diverse group sitting 
at the table,” Bustos said. “I really think we 
make better decisions because we all come 
from different places in our lives.”

During a meet and greet with students, 

Bustos also encouraged them to get involved 
now with politics and gain experience to be 
better informed decision makers. 

Bustos is the daughter of Gene Callahan, 
former SIU Board Trustee (00-04’) and chief 
of staff to Paul Simon during his tenure as 
Lt. Governor. She is also the sister of the late 
Dan Callahan, head coach of Saluki baseball 
for 16 seasons. 

U.S. CONGRESSWOMAN CHERI BUSTOS AND WOMEN IN POLITICS

Experts participating in the Spring-
field symposium included Morgan Cullen, 
a redistricting expert from the National 
Conference of State Legislatures; Ma-
ria Blanco, a member of the California 
Citizens Redistricting Commission and 
Colleen Mathis, chair of the Independent 
Redistricting Commission in Arizona.

The keynote speaker was Peter 
Wattson, former Secretary of the Senate in 
Minnesota and one of the nation’s foremost 
experts on legislative redistricting.  Other 
participants were Drs. Chris Mooney of the 
University of Illinois Springfield and Seth 
McKee of the University of South Florida. 
Nicholas Stephanopolous, University of 
Chicago and David Ellis, former chief legal 
counsel for Illinois House Speaker Michael 
Madigan.

2013 WASHINGTON D.C. TRIP

On the Institute’s annual Washington, D.C. trip, affiliated students (l-r) David Lynch, Emily 
Berglin, Ben Campbell, Ekateryna Bondareva, Lindsay Knaus, and Oliver Keys got an extended 
meeting with Senator Mark Kirk (R-IL, center) in his office in the Hart Senate Office Building. 

HAVE SOMETHING FOR THE SIMON ARCHIVE?

U.S. Rep. Cheri Bustos speaking at luncheon in March 2013.

WHO HOLDS THE 
CRAYONS: CONTINUED...

The Institute is always learning new 
things about the late senator by the items 
being donated to his research collection at 
Morris Library from Paul’s family, friends and 
many supporters.  “I hope that many of Paul’s 
friends and former staffers will cull through 
their attics, basements and old storage boxes 
for items – letters, documents, photographs, 

video – that might be useful to the archives,” 
said David Yepsen.  “Even copies will be help-
ful to  historians.”

The Simon Political Papers Archivist, 
Walter Ray, who is based at the University’s 
Morris Library, encourages others with sig-
nificant items to reach out to him at wray@
lib.siu.edu or (618) 453-1427.
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THIRD ANNUAL CIVIC EDUCATION CONFERENCE

DID YOU KNOW SOME 17-YEAR-OLD RESIDENTS CAN NOW VOTE IN ILLINOIS?

On November 8, The Simon Insti-
tute will partner with the McCormick 
Foundation to host its third annual Civic 
Education Conference to help southern 	
Illinois teachers and administrators 	
prepare students to become more involved 
in their communities.

The free workshop is for high school 
educators looking to deepen their commit-
ment to producing high-quality civic learn-
ing opportunities for all students at their 
school.  Teams of two to five members from 
each school are invited to attend, including 
teachers, administrators, board members 
and community partners. 

Attendees will explore the Illinois 
Civic Blueprint, a basic framework created 
by the Illinois Civic Mission Coalition 
to restore the central place of civics in 
the high school curriculum. By assessing 
and aligning their curriculum and school 
governance policies with the framework, 
workshop participants will engage with the 
latest research in the civic learning com-
munity, including: 
•	 The benefits of civic learning across 

the curriculum, including the develop-
ment of 21st Century skills, improved 
school climate, and reduced drop-out 
rates. 

•	 Proven pedagogical practices that yield 
lifelong engagement and the means 
of partnering with the community to 
provide civic learning opportunities 
within and outside of school.

•	 The intersection between civic 
learning and the Common Core, the 
Danielson framework, and the Five 
Essential Supports for student	  
achievement. 
For more information about the 

workshop, please contact: Vanessa Sneed 
at (618) 453-4004 or via email at vsneed@
siu.edu or visit www.paulsimoninstitute.org 
to register online.

On July 4, 2013, Governor Pat Quinn 
signed a bill into law that will allow eligible 
17-year-olds to vote beginning January 1, 
2014. Illinois residents who are 17-years-old 
will be allowed to vote in the Illinois General 
Primary Elections in March if they turn 18 
by the November 4 general election.  

New voters  must have been a resident 
in their jurisdiction at least 30 days prior to 
registration.This new measure will encour-
age more young adults to take part in the 
democratic process and help increase civic 
engagement in Illinois. 

The Paul Simon Public Policy Institute 

is now offering links to various resources to 
help families, educators, and community 
members encourage 17-year-olds to register 
to vote. 

Please visit www.paulsimoninstitute.org 
for more information.

Cook County Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle visited campus this spring to de-
liver the 2013 Jeanne Hurley Simon Lecture, 
named for the wife of Institute founder Paul 
Simon.

Preckwinkle took control of the Cook 
County Board in 2010, and was the first 
woman to be elected to the seat. Her job 
entails overseeing the second-largest county 
in the U.S. — a population of 5.3 million 
residents, she said, and a budget in the bil-
lions.

One of the challenges she undertook 
coming into office was to bring Cook Coun-
ty government business out of the shadows. 
Preckwinkle said she’s very pleased with the 
progress and openness she’s implemented yet 
there still have been snags.  

Preckwinkle says while Illinois is one 
state, the often tense relationship between 
the Chicago area and downstate communi-
ties is unique. The day to day business of 
Cook County isn’t easy, and what’s best for 
local constituents often goes against attitudes 

from smaller communities farther down the 
state, especially dealing with gun control and 
concealed-carry issues.

“I grew up in a household where there 
were guns,” she said, saying she understands 
the type of gun culture in Southern Illinois, 

because she is a native of Minnesota. “That’s 
a culture I’m more familiar with; it’s not a 
culture people in Chicago are familiar with.”

Chicago is plagued by gun violence. 
Cook County has top-notch hospitals when 
it comes to dealing with gun trauma, and 

they have earned that designation by neces-
sity, given the frequency with which they 
have to treat gunshot victims, Preckwinkle 
said.

When it comes to the concealed carry 
law Illinois passed in June, Preckwinkle said 

she hopes the state will enact something that 
gives some measure of control to local gov-
ernments in deciding how best to implement 
the legislation.

TONI PRECKWINKLE - THE JEANNE HURLEY SIMON LECTURE
	

Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle 



Former U.S. Congressman Jerry Costello 
(D-IL) talked about the proudest, the hap-
piest and the saddest moments of his 25-year 
political career at a lecture in March.

Costello’s spring lecture was the first of 
several lectures  organized by the Institute for 
the Carbondale and Edwardsville campuses. 
He will also be involved with public events, 
guest lecturing in classes and speaking to 
students in a variety of disciplines on both 
campuses.

“Jerry Costello served Southern Illinois 
well for almost 25 years, earning the respect 
of both Republicans and Democrats for his 
calm, let’s-get-the-job-done style,” said David 
Yepsen, institute director. “He is a role model 
for how a public servant should operate. His 
lectures and the series of appearances he’s 
making on these campus are opportunities 
to learn about leadership, what’s wrong with 
Congress today and how we might find some 
solutions to the problems facing the nation 
and Southern Illinois.”

Costello, who announced his retire-
ment from Congress in 2011, spoke in March 
about the current state of Congress and the 
politicians he worked with, including Speak-
ers of the House and U.S. presidents. 

Costello, a Belleville lawmaker, gave 
credit to local politicians such as the late Sen. 
Paul Simon and former Congressman Ken 
Gray for helping him get started in Wash-
ington. He also said he was pleased to have 
served as long as he did.

“While Congress has a pathetic approval 
rating with the public — with good reason — 
I want you to know it was an honor to serve 

in the U.S. Congress,” Costello said.
In October, Costello’s political papers 

found a new home at SIU Morris Library’s 
Special Collection Research Center. The 
donation consists of 750 boxes of records 
detailing his time representing the 12th Con-
gressional District. 

“Rep. Costello’s longstanding support 
for SIU continues through this donation,” 
Chancellor Rita Cheng said in a news release. 

“He was an outstanding advocate for our Uni-
versity and for the region, and his papers are 
a valuable addition because of the important 
issues he addressed and his many accomplish-
ments.”

Costello attributed his family’s long-
standing connection to the university as the 
reason he wanted it to house his records.

“SIU Carbondale is an excellent learning 
institution,” Costello said. ”I have a lot of 
faith in the University and its work. I think it 
is important for officials who have served the 
public to make their records available to the 

public and researchers to enable them to look 
back at the issues and see what the public sen-
timent and concerns are and how they change 
through years.”

Costello decided against seeking reelec-
tion in 2012. He was the ranking member of 
the House Subcommittee on Aviation as part 
of his serving on the House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee. Among his 
accomplishments, Costello helped pass the 

strongest pilot training legislation in almost 
50 years. Costello also served on the Com-
mittee on Science, Space and Technology and 
the subcommittee on Water Resources and 
Environment.

He is now president and CEO of The 
Jerry Costello Group, which provides services 
and advocacy for government agencies, trade 
associations and businesses. An East St. Louis 
native, Costello began his political career on 
the St. Clair County Board in 1980.
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More changes have taken place at the  In-
stitute this year, bringing new ideas and fresh 
faces to our staff.

Associate Director Matt Baughman be-
came the Assistant to the Chancellor at SIU, 
effective August 1. Baughman had been with 
the Institute for 15 years, since being hired 
in 1998 by Paul Simon and Mike Lawrence. 
Baughman’s experience in the SIU com-
munity will be a great asset to the university.  
He plans to work on special projects for the 
Institute in the future. 

The Institute also welcomes Vanessa Sneed 

as a Coordinator. 
Prior to joining the 

Simon Institute, she 
was a Research Project 
Specialist and the Di-
rector of the REACH 
program (Research-

Enriched Academic Challenge) in the Office 
of Sponsored Projects Administration at SIU.  
Before that, she was a Conference Coordina-
tor at Continuing Education and Outreach 
from July 2006 until October 2012 where she 
assisted with several of the Simon Institute’s 

programs. 
Originally from the 

Ewing, IL area, she 
earned her MA and 
BA degrees in Speech 
Communication from 
Eastern Illinois Univer-

sity.   Currently, she has completed classwork 
and is in the final stages of earning a Ph.D. 
in Education Administration and Higher 
Education from SIU Carbondale.

FORMER U.S. CONGRESSMAN JERRY COSTELLO

STAFF NEWS: COMINGS AND GOINGS

Matt Baughman Vanessa Sneed

Former U.S. Congressman Jerry Costello meeting for a discussion 
with students after his lecture in March.



The 2013-2014 class of Vince Demuzio interns are deployed in a number of state agencies in 
southern Illinois gaining valuable work experience in such areas as human services, transportation, 
technology, employment security and higher education as well as the Attorney General’s office.  The 
interns include (left to right):  Andrew Milkuley, Chase Karrick, Katherine Jones, Jenna Hubbs, 
Mandy Little, Nick Kaiser, Darian Etienne, Edreco Amos,  Zach Green, Joseph Carnduff and 
Demuzio Coordinator, Dr. John Jackson.

The Illinois Better Government Associa-
tion and the Paul Simon Public Policy Insti-
tute are planning a March 4 symposium in 
Chicago to discuss term limits for public of-
ficials in Illinois.

The gathering, which will be held at the 
Union League Club in Chicago, will bring to-
gether political and policy experts to examine 
questions surrounding term limits and wheth-
er they are a good idea for Illinois and local 
communities.  Former Gov. Jim Edgar and 
Dr. Karl Kurtz of the National Conference 
of State Legislatures (NCSL) have agreed to 
make presentations.

“We’re pleased to be working with the 
BGA and the Union League Club on this im-
portant issue,” said David Yepsen, director of 
the Institute.  “Both organizations have long 
histories of working to improve civic life in Il-
linois and all of us hope to shed some light on 
the plusses and minuses of term limiting pub-
lic officials in the state.

Andy Shaw, the head of the BGA, said 
his organization “is excited to be partnering 
with our friends and colleagues at the Simon 
Institute and the Union League Club of Chi-
cago for a deep dive into a topic that’s near and 
dear to the hearts of many voters: Term Lim-
its.  Polls indicate a vast majority of Illinois 
residents support term limits for elected offi-
cials, but is it constitutional?  And, if so, how 
could it be done?  And, perhaps most impor-
tantly, will it produce better government?  “

Shaw said “this is part of the BGA’s 
commitment to examining important public 
policy issues fairly, objectively and apolitically, 
because an informed electorate is a key com-
ponent of a healthy democracy, 

Critics of term limits say they take op-
tions away from voters. They also say term 
limits increase the power of unelected staff 
members and lobbyists by destroying the in-
stitutional memories of governmental bodies.

They also say there’s no evidence term 

limits work.
Supporters of term limits say incumbents 

have such power in Illinois – the ability to 
raise large amounts of campaign money,  dis-
tricts often drawn to protect them  and weak 
political parties - that term limits are often the 
only way to give fresh faces and ideas a chance.

The state’s fiscal and ethical problems are 
so large that new people need the opportunity  
to solve them.

There are also questions of just who 
should be term limited.  Some have talked 
about term limiting legislators, term limit-
ing legislative leaders or statewide and  local 
elected officials.

“We hope to bring together leading po-
litical and academic experts to shed some light 
on this important topic,” Yepsen said.

A final list of speakers and registration 
information will be made available later.

The Simon Institute’s 2013 poll of 	
Illinois voters showed growing support for 
gay marriage, majority support for stricter 
gun control laws and mixed opinions about 
what to do about the state’s pension crisis.

All three issues were before lawmakers in 
the 2013 legislative session.

The poll of statewide voters, which is 
taken once a year by the Institute, is designed 
to provide guidance to policy-makers as they 
grapple with the state’s problems.  The 2013 
survey found:

*Voters agreed there’s a problem with 
public employee pensions but they were 
closely divided over what to do about it.   Vot-
ers overwhelmingly opposed tax increases and 
gave strong support to budget cuts but were 
mixed in their views of specific changes to the 
pension system to make it sound.

*Over 79 percent of voters said they 
favor some sort of legal recognition of the 
relationship between gay and lesbian couples.

*About twice as many Illinois voters 
surveyed thought controlling gun ownership 
was more important than protecting the right 
to own guns (59.5 percent to 31.3 percent).

Complete survey results can be found at 
www. paulsimoninstitute.org.
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ILLINOIS BETTER GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION & INSTITUTE’S
TERM LIMITS SYMPOSIUM - MARCH 4, 2014

2013-2014 VINCE DEMUZIO GOVERNMENTAL 
INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 

THE 2013 SIMON POLL RESULTS



Written and produced by WSIU-TV senior producer Jak 
Tichenor, P.S. Illinois: The Paul Simon Story, A Life of Uncommon 
Courage, is a 90-minute documentary chronicling the life of the late 
corruption-fighting newspaper publisher and former Lieutenant 
Governor, U.S. Congressman, and U.S. Senator 
Paul Simon (1928-2003). Simon also taught 
political science, history, and journalism at SIU 
Carbondale and founded the Paul Simon Public 
Policy Institute at the university. 

The program covers Simon’s life and distin-
guished career from his early days as a crusading 
journalist in Troy, Illinois to his service in the Il-
linois General Assembly as a Representative and 
Senator, to his statewide service as Lt. Governor, 
and then through his five terms in the U. S. 
House and two terms in the U. S. Senate. 

It also provides personal interviews with 
friends and family, and those who worked with 
him closely in government. 

 “Paul Simon was one of the most outstanding political leaders 
the State of Illinois has ever produced,” says John S. Jackson, visiting 
professor at the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute. “This documen-
tary will become a classic treatment of an Illinois political giant. “

The documentary project began in 2001 when SIU Cinema and 

Photography undergraduate student Erik Mauck began interviewing 
many of Simon’s colleagues, family, and friends.  

“Erik was absolutely tireless in seeking out everyone from Paul’s 
mother, Ruth, to former legislative colleagues Anthony ‘Tony’ 

Scariano, Alan Dixon, Abner Mikva, and others,” says 
Tichenor. 

Tichenor, who had covered Simon’s career since 
1981, began collecting interviews for the documen-
tary following Simon’s passing. He talked with author 
Studs Terkel, Washington Post political reporter Da-
vid Broder, America’s Most Wanted host John Walsh, 
and former Simon press secretary Terry Michael, 
among others.

Chicago reporters Carol Marin and Andy Shaw 
also shared their insights into Simon’s career, along 
with former Des Moines Register political reporter 
and current Simon Institute director David Yepsen.  

“Students sometimes ask me who Paul Simon 
was,” says David Yepsen. “This film is a wonderful way 

to introduce him to them. Told by the people who knew him best, 
it speaks to a younger generation.  It offers hope that politics as we 
know it could be better – a lot better.”

P A U L  S I M O N  P U B L I C  P O L I C Y  I N S T I T U T E
M A I L  C O D E  4 4 2 9
S O U T H E R N  I L L I N O I S  U N I V E R S I T Y
1 2 3 1  L I N C O L N  D R I V E
C A R B O N D A L E ,  I L L I N O I S  6 2 9 0 1

WSIU PUBLIC TELEVISION TO AIR NEW LOCAL DOCUMENTARY 
ON FORMER U.S. SENATOR PAUL SIMON

- Article courtesty of WSIU-TV Previews Guide


