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Polls show lllinois’ stance
on social, budget issues

\oters continue to show strong come to a consensus on where budget
disapproval of lllinois’ legislative redistricting officials should cut spending.
procedures, according to a poll conducted by Overall, Illinoisans showed they
the Simon Institute this fall. believe state programs can be maintained

More than 76 percent said they disliked without any new revenue being raised.
how the state draws its legislative districts More than half of the respondents
every 10 years. said the state has enough waste and

Public polling is an annual project at fraud in its budget to realize significant
the Institute because it helps guide decision savings if cut. Cuts to public pensions
makers as they consider political reform and state parks were the most favored
issues in Illinois. The Institute expanded its spending reductions.
poll this year by surveying 1,000 registered Though a tax increase was still
voters, which included 758 who identified disapproved overall, support for an
themselves as likely voters. This gave the income tax increase rose by roughly 9

poll a margin of error of 3.5 percent. percentage points compared to last year.
The poll also found that more than 67 Less than 25 percent said they

percent said Illinois should allow same-sex support expanding the state sales tax.

marriages or civil unions. At the same time, “Illinois faces hard budget choices,”

nearly 72 percent said gays and lesbians said institute director David Yepsen.

ought to be able to serve in the military. “Voters have no stomach for cuts or tax
\oters also remain uncertain about how increases.”

to close Illinois’ budget deficit. They still Full results can be downloaded at

don’t favor tax increases, but they could not www.paulsimoninstitute.org.

Students from Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines visited the United States as part
of the 2010 Summer Institute program sponsored by the U.S. Department of State and
the Simon Institute. Here, they ask a panel of SIUC journalism and political science
professors about the future role of the media. It was one of the many activites arranged
for them by Drs. John Foster, Barbara Brown and John Jackson,

2010 midterms
discussed

To truly understand what happened in
this year’s midterm elections, refer to the
experts.

That’s why the Simon Institute hosted
a series of post-election analysis sessions
following the primary in February and the
November general election.

This year’s participants, which in-
cluded political scientists, journalists and
state legislators, shared their views on why
Congressional Republicans regained con-
trol of the U.S. House of Representatives.

Visiting professor John Jackson said
Democrats were bound to lose some of
their control by being the party in power
during the recent recession.

Because politics is about what elected
officials promise to do for their constitu-
ents, and not what they have done already,
Republicans were triumphant because they
pledged no new taxes and to create more
jobs, said Institute director David Yepsen.

However at the state level, the Demo-
crats retained control of the Legislature
and the governor’s office despite a national
Republican trend. Visiting professor Char-
lie Leonard credited part of the Illinois re-
sults to this year’s early primary election.
Had there been more media coverage of
the primary and additional campaign time,
the Republican ticket may have been dif-
ferent, he said.

State Rep. John Bradley (D - Marion)
and State Sen. David Luechtefeld (R -
Okawville) also contributed to the discus-
sion.

Bradley said some Republican can-
didates were too conservative for voters’
tastes. Luechtefeld said Republicans had a
good electoral year but strong turnout in
northeastern lllinois prevented the party
from unseating more Democrats.

The Bradley-Luechtefeld discussion

is online at www.paulsimoninstitute.org

- J




A Message from

[ il Yepan-

We’ve had an exciting year in 2010
and are looking forward to an even
better one in 2011. | can’t thank you
enough for your financial help, your
encouragement and your attendance at
our events.

We’ll be focused on three things in
the coming year:

First, we want to keep up and ex-
pand our research into public opinion
and political reform issues in the state.
Paul Simon felt strongly about things
like balanced books and ethical gov-
ernment and we need that same focus
now more than ever. The polling we do
about those questions can help guide
policy makers and opinion leaders.

Institute staff will continue to teach
classes, lead conferences, write papers
and do the academic spade work re-
quired at a first-rate university.

Second, we provided policy exper-
tise to policy-makers and advocates. As
the Illinois legislature and political ac-
tivists worked to change the way legis-
lative district lines are drawn, work the
Institute did helped to shape the debate.

Having legislators and advocates argu-
ing over who best represented Paul Si-
mon’s ideals was a tribute to our work.
The debate continues and the work will
intensify in 2011.

Third, we will teach and mentor
students. Whether it is civic education
or leadership development, we seek
to play a role in helping young people
prepare for careers in public service and
leadership roles in their communities.
From leadership weekends to “Pizza
and Politics” sessions with various
leaders, we were there last year to give
students the tools needed to shape their
own futures — and ours — and will do
S0 again.

To do all we do, we continue to
need your financial help. I hope you
will keep us in mind as you make your
decisions about charitable giving.

A good public policy institute
brings together students, academics
and practitioners to study problems,
make change, and develop leaders. It’s
a never-ending task but it’s one we wel-

come.

After more than 10 years of service to the Insti-
tute, Pam Gwaltney became interim Assistant Di-
rector of the University Honors Program this fall.

She now advises some of SIUC’s brightest stu-

dents on how best to obtain scholarships.

Gwaltney was hired in 2000 as Sen. Simon’s
transcriptionist and moved up the ranks to become
his personal assistant. She later worked alongside
directors Mike Lawrence and David Yepsen.

Emily Burke, the Institute’s program coordina-
tor, will fill the position on an interim basis until a
search is conducted.

Preserving Paul’s legacy

Time has put distance between now and Paul
Simon’s death. Many students who were too young
to following politics during his life are now at SIUC.
Educating them, as well as reminding ourselves of
what Paul stood for, has become a priority at the
Institute.

With Institute help, WSIU-TV producer Jak
Tichenor is assembling a documentary about Paul’s
life.

Also, WSIU-TV, Morris Library archivists and
the Institute formed a partnership to preserve old re-
cordings of Simon dating back to the 1950s. Some
of these artifacts are starting to deteriorate.

Visiting professor John Jackson is also sifting
through Paul’s many books, newspaper columns
and political papers to publish a collection of essen-
tial Paul Simon works.

Sheila Simon elected Lt. Gov.

Paul’s daughter, Sheila
Simon, followed in her
father’s footsteps in No-
vember when she was
elected Illinois’ lieuten-
ant governor.

As aresult, she resigned
her position on the Insti-
tute’s Board of Counsel-
ors to avoid any conflict
of interests.

Institute to “livestream”
speeches and events

The Institute has started broadcasting many of
its events live on the Internet.

“Livestreaming opens the Institute’s work to
more people,” said director David Yepsen. “People
are busy. Many can’t get to campus or don’t live
near Carbondale. This effort makes more of our
programs more accessible.”

You can access the programs at www. paulsi-
moninstitute.org as they happen.

You
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on Monday, May 3.

| Three Lawrence scholarships awarded

Three outstanding students associated with the Paul Simon Public
| Policy Institute received the inaugural Mike Lawrence Scholarships.

R. Mason Sloan, a graduating senior from Harrisburg, Sylvester D.
| Woodhouse, a junior from East St. Louis, and Cary A. Bryant, a gradu-
ate student from Centralia, received $750 scholarships at a ceremony

Lawrence retired as Institute director in November 2008. The vet-
eran newsman, press secretary and political analyst joined the Institute
in 1997 as associate director, and became director in 2004.

lllinois redistricting overhaul fails

Federal lawmakers were more friendly
to proposals backed by the Institute than
their counterparts in Springfield.

In September, a bi-partisan group of
U.S. Senators passed the Water for the
World Act. The initiative, which is now in
the U.S. House for consideration, declares
that providing clean water for countries
where it is scarce is now a matter of na-
tional interest. It creates new foreign aid
programs for countries struggling to pro-
vide the basic human need.

“It will continue the work Paul Simon
started many years ago,” said John Jack-
son, a visiting professor who worked on
the proposal with Simon after he left the
Senate.

Water for the World was approved

five years after President George W. Bush
signed the Paul Simon Water for the Poor
Act, which calls on the U.S. to help under-
privileged nations gain access to clean wa-
ter.

Simon’s widow, Patti Simon, contin-
ues to follow the bill and press for House
passage.

Meanwhile, a proposal to overhaul 1l-
linois’ legislative redistricting procedures
failed in the Illinois House by one vote.

The Institute’s plan revises the redis-
tricting procedures, which currently allow
one party to draw the map to its political
advantage.

The legislation did not pass, but many
reformers, who worked with the Institute,
have promised to push for change in 2011.

Panelists, audience
discuss gun laws

With a city like Chicago to the north
and rural farm land to the south, it’s no
wonder gun laws are one of the most sensi-
tive issues in Illinois.

To foster better understanding of all
the issues involved, the Institute spon-
sored a panel discussion about the Second
Amendment and recent decisions handed
down by the U.S. Supreme Court.

The panel included former National
Rifle Association president Kayne Robin-
son, Chris Boyster of the Illinois Council
Against Handgun Violence and Leonard
Gross, a professor at the SIU School of
Law.

Video of the discussion is available at
www.paulsimoninstitute.org

Supporting students remains a

hallmark of the Institute

Efforts to engage the next generation of decision
makers in public policy issues expanded this year.
The Institute sponsored a student to participate

in a fellowship program run by Paul Simon’s 1988
presidential campaign press secretary, Terry Michael.
The Washington Center for Politics and Journalism
provides an internship within a D.C. press bureau
and holds seminars led by veteran journalists.

The Institute also assisted in establishing ac-
tivities for students that signed up to be part of the
“Political Junkies” living-learning community within
University Housing.

The Institute continued to place students in in-
ternships with various state offices through the Vince
Demuzio Internship Program. As a sign of the pro-
gram’s success, state agency supervisors asked the
Institute for additional interns.

And this was the second year for guest speakers
at “Pizza & Politics” events, which cater to students
interested in careers within public service.

Lee Stewart, a senior studying political science, delivers his presentation on set-
ting and achieving goals to a group of students at the Simon Institute. Stewart,
who lived at the USA Olympic Training Camp during high school, draws on his
experiences as an athlete in his message. He says long-term goals can only be

realized by accomplishing a series of many short-term goals.
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Honor Roll

of Donors

July 1, 2009 - June 30, 2010

$25,000 & up

Jerome M. Mileur

$5,000 to $24,999
Brenda & Jim Edgar
Marianne & Mike Lawrence
Don & Prudence Rice
Patricia Simon

Wal-Mart Stores, Inc.

$2,500 to $4,999
Han Lin & Juh Wah Chen
Myron M. & Patricia Cherry
David A. Yepsen

$1,000 to $2,499
Robert Beck

Brenda & John Brewster

CIBER, Inc.

Commonwealth Edison Company
Betty & Donald Darling

Carolyn & Herbert Donow

Helen K. and James S. Copley
Foundation

Illinois Broadcasters Assn.
Nancy & John Jackson

Carolyn & Thomas Jefferson
Garry Karch & Felicia Norwood
Regina Kovach & David Steward
Jeanne & William Leaver

Larry & Rebecca Mayer

Thomas Corpora & Mary Kay Moore

Peter & Rebecca Pirmann

Gayl & Richard Pyatt

Amanda & R.J. Robertson
Linda Renee Baker & Ron Roby
Stephen Wasby

John & Virginia White

$500 to $999
AFSCME lllinois Council No. 31
Arrow Electronics, Inc.
Dorothy & John Baker
Richard & Zarema Bennett
Jerry & Norma Brown
James & Martha Burns
David Christensen

Anne Evans

Norma Ewing

Kathleen & James Fralish
Patricia Guyon

Hill & Knowlton, Inc.

Carol & Jeffrey Holden
Frank Houdek & Susan Tulis
Dennis & Sharon Johnson
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Leota Klingberg

Janet & Neil Mathis
William & Gail McGraw
Dawn Clark Netsch

Molly & William Norwood
Elizabeth & Taylor Pensoneau
Brooke & John Peoples
Paula Pomerenke

Donna & Paul Povse

Jean & Robert Pulliam
Bettylu & Paul Saltzman
Stephen & Katharine Scates
Harriet Simon

Julie & Martin Simon

Southern Illinois Hospital Services

Susan & Robert Spellman
Frances Sullivan

Vanguard Charitable Endowment
Program

Verizon Foundation

Bonnie & Steve Wheeler

$250 to $499

Patricia Arey

Oliver & Corenna Cummings
Daniel & Ruth Edelman
Terry & John Foster

Margaret & William Freivogel
Julie & Joel Fritzler

Rodney & Kari Gholson
Mary & Phillip Greer

E.J. & Taffie Helleny

Illinois Education Association-NEA

Dorothy & William Ittner
Barbara & Raymond Jacobsen
Richard & Ruth Kearns

Mary Kemen & Brian Randall
David & Sandra Kennedy
Marvin & Marion Kleinau
Perry Knop & Sheila Simon
Beverly & Zarrel Lambert
Charles & Kimberly Leonard
Bozena & John McLees

Ellis Mitchell

Carolyn & Christian Moe
Patricia Eckert & Jerome
Molumby

James Porter

Jane Hayes Rader

Charles & Mary Roe

Alfred Ronan

John & Marsha Ryan

Carol & Keith Sanders
Suzanne Schmitz

Rick & Diane Schwab

Ann Marie & Benjamin Shepherd
Arthur & Shirley Simon

Ellen Sinclair

Joyce Webb

Robert Weinberger

Kathleen & Stephen Wigginton
Harry & Susan Wirth

$100 to $249

Aldon Addington & Dona Bachman

John & Marilyn Annable
Beryle & Towfig Arjmand
Beth & Robert Arthur

Rhoda & William Ashby
Cheryl & Orlo Austin
William & Kathryn Babcock
Alfred & Phyllis Balk
Michael Bastien

Charles & Margaret Baughman
Richard Baumgartner
Wallace Becker

Maudie & William Bell
Arthur & Barbara Berman
Dorothy Beyler

David & Shari Biggs

Timuel Black

Mark Brittingham & Kathleen Pine
Bruce & Marlene Brown
Mark Brown

Steven Brown & Marilyn Kulavic-
Brown

Randolph & Rhetta Burnside
Constance & Lawrence Bussard
Betty & Kenneth Buzbee
Robert Campbell

Michael & Nancy Carr
Samuel & Joan Casleton
George & Marilyn Chandler
Barbara & John Clemons
Caryl & Thomas Cox

Ella & Robert Craig

Linda & Robert Curran

Billie Day

Jean& Keith Delap

Diana & Kurt DeWeese

Joe & Halina Dillier
Katherine & Michael Dukakis
Andrew & Janet Earnest
Donald & Patricia EImore
Marianne & Shelley Epstein
Carl Ervin

Carolyn Ferdinand

Donald Finkelman

Jean & Milton Fisher

Karen Freitag

Friends of Bill Haine

Eddie & Sylvia Gay

Scherrie Giamanco

Dunbar & Ethel Gibson

Betty Goldiamond

Ruby Grubb

Marilyn & Roger Hanson
Sally & Robert Harper

John Hartray

Franklin Hartzell

Gerald & Ruth Hawkins
Bonnie & Roy Heidinger
Lois & William Herr

Gary Hill

Robert Hillman

Alan & Judith Hoffman
Doris & James Holloway
Cherrita Hoosier

Billie & Robert Howard
Candis & Fred Isberner
Larry Jackson

Louis Jackstadt

Walter Jaehnig

Jewish Community Foundation
Julie & Scott Kaiser

Joyce & Robert Killian
Barbara & E. Dan Kimmel
Lois Klingeman

Carol Burns & Steven Kraft
Gilbert & Jean Kroening
Duncan & Wilma Lampman
Johannes Laursen

Donald Lawrence

Katy Lawrence

Eileen & Paul Le Fort
Helmut Liedloff

Astri Lindberg

Kevin Lister

Jean & Richard Lloyd-Jones
Charles & Marijane Lusk
Alice & Richard Maloney
Kurt & Lori Martin

Lucinda & Michael McClain
Clara McClure

William McMinn

Karla & Robert Mees
Margery Miller

Nancy Hartman & Fred Moehle
Robert Murphy

Brenda & James Myers
National City Bank of Michigan/
Ilinois

Network For Good

John & Lora Lee Nugent
Joan O'Brien

David & Jennifer Oman
Nicholas & Stephanie Palazzolo
Beatrice Pask

Harry Perk

Eugene Parvin & Darline Petersen
Lawrence Pettit

Edwin & Susan Phillips
Mariella Posey



Christopher & Susan Prendergast
Susan Pyatetsky

Janice & Robert Radtke

Mark & Ruth Reaves

William Recktenwald

Mary O'Hara & Thomas Redmond
David & Mary Rendleman

Gary Robinson & Michelle Suarez
Diana & Robert Rogier

Mary Rudasill

Alicia & Michael Ruiz

Cameron & Helen Satterthwaite
Edward & Euginia Schauerte
Mark Schauerte

Kim & Bernard Schoenburg
Edan Schultz

Alexa & Jay Schwab

Deborah & Mark Schwiebert
Laurie Scott

Julie & William Shapiro

Jon & Lynne Shidler

Alan Sieroty

Richard & Mary Skelley
Blanche Sloan

Lucy Sloan

Carolyn Snyder

Olive Spannaus

Bruce & Marleigh Stewart
Marilyn Straus

Sherril Struck

Keith Hillkirk & Suzanne Swanson
Hillkirk

Kenneth & Marti Swanson
Debra & Lee Tayes

Vicki Thomas

Sylvia Davis Thompson & Bernard
E. Thompson

Joseph & Lynn Tobias

Marion & Rebecca Wagner
Judith & Richard Wagner
William Warner

Olga Weidner

Oscar Weil

Charlotte West

Wayne Whalen & Paula Wolff
Wenona Whitfield

Edward Willey

Arlin & Laraine Williams
Cathryn Wood

ElizaBeth & Kevin Wright

Under $100

Abbott Laboratories Fund
Jean & Michael Alexander
Bruce Ameismeier

Bruce Appleby

AT&T Foundation

Marion Barry

Mary Barry

Angela & Matthew Baughman
Esther & Norman Beck
Kathryn & Steven Belletire
Angela Bennett

Ronald & Sharon Benton

Thomas Bik & Laurel Toussaint

Robert Bodach

Beverly Bojanowski

Ross & Vera Boone

Phyllis & Richard Braverman
Robert & Sophie Brunner
Louisa & Stephen Buck
Gena Burroughs

Daniel & Stacy Callahan
Ann & Gene Callahan
Philip Carrigan & Mary Jakes
Pamela Chen

Richard & Esther Claussen
Lisa & Thomas Clay

Jean & Robert Cleland
Brian & Terri Cohen

Mary Collins

Robert Cordova

Leila Crain

James Cather & Lilly Crane
Theresa Cummings

Arthur & Evelyn Diers
Monica & Raymond Dothard
Jean & Richard Doub
Dorothy Dwyer

Don Ecklund

Joseph & Joyce Ellwanger
Melodi Ewing

Patricia Fay

Carla & George Feldhamer
Gerhard & Lucille Fischer
Carl & Mary Flaks

Robert & Sylvia Frank
Judy & Lynn Frasco
Barbara & Roy French
Alvin & Shirley Friedman
Elizabeth Gersbacher

Gail & Phil Gilbert

Agnes Grider

Pamela & Denis Gwaltney
John Hanley

Gregory Harris

Georgeann Hartzog

Allan & Donna Hayden
John & Lois Hayward

Sally Nusinson

Linda Odle

Molly Parker

Edgar & Phyllis Peara
Mary & Nicholas Penning
Gayle Pesavento

Todd Hedinger & Ann-Janine Morey Jerre & Nancy Pfaff

Jack Heilweil

Vivienne & Donald Hertz
Mildred & Orloff Hicks

Chad Hoosier

Arthur & Gayle Horne
George & Margaret Howard
Mary & Donald Huber

Amy & Michael Jackson
Royce Jackson & Kathy West
Barbara James

Marilyn James

Cynthia Gunderson & Ray Johnson
William Kaiser

Harold Kamman

Nicholas & Shirley Karabatsos
John Keith

Lois & Nicholas Kendellen
Mary Koerner

Linda Kolbusz-Kosan & Ken Kosan
Raymond & Vinette Kopetz
Lea & Richard Kuehl

Axel Kunzmann

Ella Lacey

Charles & Donna Leming
Janice Lerner

Barbara Lesar

Barbara & Morton Levine
Jeff & Sandra Lorber
William Lovin & Robin Thomas-
Lovin

Eunice & Paul Luebke

Mary & Allen Manning

John & Verna McAteer
Jacqueline McCauley
Michael McCuskey

Patrick McGee

George McNeil

Patricia McNeil

Paula Melton

Gary & Sarah Merideth
Herbert & Marianne Michael
Robert & Tanna Morgan
Carolyn Moyer

Joseph Mulcrone

Courtland & Mary Munroe

Eleanor & John Pierce

Marion Purdy

Alice & Emanuel Racher
Helen Reed

Janet & Mark Roock

JoAnna Rutledge

Alvin & Helen Sasse
Kathleen O'Laughlin & William
Sasso

Daniel Schwab

Gregory Scott

Constance & Michael Shanahan
Leonard & Sharon Shepard
Jacob & Marleen Shepherd
Charlene Shields

Robert Simon

Dinah DeMoss & Bradley Skelcher
Fontella Smith

Nina & Steven Solarz

Arthur & Joan Sorensen
Raymond Sorgine

Douglas & Pamela Speer
Helen Stevens

Charles & Cynthia Stockner
Jane & Ronald Stockton
Chester & Virginia Strohecker
John & Teresa Stromayer

Bert & Bettye Thompson
Dina Timmons

Gloria & Michael Tison
Martin & Patsy Tracy

Lance Trover

Marleis & Robert Trover
Donald & Vivian Ugent
Michael & Nancy Van Milligen
Dennis & Mary Vidoni

Willie Watson

Mary Watters

Richard & Margaret Weaver
Donald & Mary Welge

June White

Susan & David Wilson
Merriam Woodhouse

Lee & Sol Yates

Sidney Zwick

Your contributions make the Institute’s work possible.
Thank you for your continued support!

You can make a secure online donation at www.paulsimoninstitute.org or you can drop a check to the Paul

Simon Instiute, Southern Illinois University Carbondale, Mail Code 4429, Carbondale, IL 62901.

We are

pleased to announced we will acknowledge on our Web site any gifts made in honor or memory of loved ones.
Just mark your check accordingly or include a note as you wish.
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Assistant U.S. Secretary of State for Consular Affairs

Ambassador Jacobs has been with the U.S. Department of State for nearly three de-
cades. Her career in the U.S. Foreign Service has taken her to posts in Europe, Latin
America, Africa and Washington, D.C. Jacobs came back to campus to talk about the
federal government’s international policies and the benefits of working in the public
sector. She is an SIUC alumna.

Photo by U.S. Department of State

Iris Martinez
lllinois State Senator (D - Chicago)

Iris Martinez was a lobbyist for the City of Chicago in 2003 when she was elected to
serve in the legislature, making her the first Latina to be elected to the state Senate. She
is the chairperson of the Senate Licensed Activities Committee and vice-chairperson
of the Pensions Committee. Sen. Martinez came to speak as part of Latino Heritage
Month, to talk about careers in public service and the rise of Latinos in government.
Sen. Martinez said in some cases all it takes to be elected is to relate with constitutents
and voice their concerns during public discussion.

J. Phil Gilbert
Judge, U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Illinois

Phil Gilbert was appointed to serve in the Southern Illinois District of the U.S. District
Courts by President George H.W. Bush. He is a past chairman of the Illinois State
Board of Elections and a judge on the First Judicial Circuit. Judge Gilbert came for a
Pizza & Politics session with students interested in public service to talk about careers
in the legal system and how politics can play into nomination procedures. He talked
about how important connections can be for someone trying to break into government
and how the more qualified job candidates are not always hired.

Lilly Ledbetter
Fair Pay Activist

Lilly Ledbetter was a long-time manager at Goodyear Tires when she discovered her
male counterparts were earning significantly more and subsequently sued. Her case
went to the U.S. Supreme Court where the majority sided with the company over a
technical issue. The first act Barack Obama signed as president closed that loophole
and was named in her honor. During her Carbondale appearance, Ledbetter reflected
on her work to further fair pay issues and how female employees can handle a similar
problem.

Photo by Democratic Central Committee

Other Simon Institute Happenings in 2010

PIZZA & POLITICS Speakers included visiting Thomas Grey, senior adviser to the Stop Predatory Gam-
professor Charlie Leonard, who discussed how to interpret bling Foundation, to debate the matter.

public polls; political science professor J. Tobin Grant, who « GOING BROKE ON EDUCATION A discussion on the
talked about the state of politics before the election; Chicago escalating cost of higher education with Sandy Baum of The
Tribune political reporter Rick Pearson; Ethan Watters, College Board; President Anne Neal of the American Council

author of Crazy Like Us:The Globalization of the American
Psyche; and Tom Logan, who talked about his ongoing mis-
sionary work digging wells for rural African villages.

IS LEGALIZED GAMBLING A GOOD BET?

As lllinois lawmakers consider gambling expansions in the
state, the Institute asked Tom Swoik, executive director of
the National Coalition Against Legalized Gambling, and

of Trustees and Alumni; Don Sevener from the Illinois Board
of Higher Education; Illinois state Rep. Mike Boland and
Michael Dannenberg from the Department of Education.
U.S. SEN. DICK DURBIN, who started his political career
as an intern to then-Sen. Paul Simon, came back to the Insti-
tute this April to meet exclusively with students interested in
careers in public service.



Sara Imhof
Concord Coalition

Dr. Sara Imhof of the Concord Coalition, a non-partisan group that promotes fiscal
responsibility, was on campus to lead a discussion and brainstorming activity show-
ing the difficulties government budget directors face when mapping out a year-long
spending plan. The activity was part of the Institute’s “Rising Debt: Sinking Our Fu-
ture?” conference focusing on the national debt and its impact. Those in attendance
were divided into groups and asked to present areas of the national spending plan they
would cut in order to produce a balanced budget.

John Shimkus

U.S. Representative from lllinois

John Shimkus has represented Illinois” 19th Congressional District since 1996. He is
a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy at West Point and a retired lieutenant colonel
from the Army Reserves. Rep. Shimkus was a guest during a September Pizza & Poli-
tics session and talked to students with an interest in politics about serving in local and
federal government. Shimkus encouraged the students to get involved early and at any
level of government. He also was a guest in David Yepsen’s political reporting class.

Jeffrey Sedgwick

Former Assistant U.S. Attorney General

Dr. Jeffrey Sedgwick was this fall’s installment of the Morton-Kenney Public Affairs
Lecture series. He spent his career within the U.S. Departments of State and Justice.
He was an assistant U.S. Attorney General in the administration of President George
W. Bush and is a past director of the Department of Justice’s Bureau of Statistics. A
professor emeritus at the University of Massachusetts at Amherst, Sedgwick spoke
about crime patterns and gave audience members the type of statistical presentation he
delivered to past Attorneys General.

Fulton Armstrong

Former Adviser to President Bill Clinton

Fulton Armstrong is a specialist on the Western Hemisphere for the U.S. Senate For-
eign Relations Committee and is one of the most knowledgeable experts on the rela-
tionship between the United States and Cuba. His expertise has led him to positions
within the Central Intelligence Agency and U.S. Department of State. Armstrong was
a speaker during a conference on U.S. and Cuban relations. He said the United States
is morally obligated to deal with Cuba because of the impact we have had on the island
nation.

Photo by Stephen Rickerl, Southern Illinoisan

A Preview of What's to Come in 2011

Following up this fall’s conference on the
national debt, the Institute is coordinating a
similar event to focus on the Illinois state
budget deficit. Not including pension and
Medicaid shortfalls, the state is likely to
face a budget deficit worth $15 billion.
That shortage will require either big cuts
or big tax increases, or a little of both.

Our annual Youth Government Day is
scheduled for April 9 and will feature
young leaders such as Illinois state Rep.
Jehan Gordon (D-Peoria) and Mayor
Justin Nickels of Manitowoc, Wisc. This
was one of Paul’s signature programs
designed to spark interest in government
and politics among young people.

In honor of Women’s History Month, the
Simon Institute will welcome Illinois state
Rep. Patti Bellock (R-Hinsdale) to Car-
bondale on March 7. Rep. Bellock was one
of only three Republicans appointed by
Democratic House Speaker Michael J. Ma-
digan to serve as chairperson of a House
committee.

Visit our Web site to watch for more upcoming events: www.paulsimoninstitute.org
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Candls and Fred Isberner with Institute
guest Christopher Gardner of “The Pursuit
of Happyness.”

Paute Curkin with Institute guest speaker
\Ray Suarez of The NewsHour on PBS.

Three university retirees have an-
nounced their intentions to support the
Institute through a planned gift.

Carbondale residents and recent re-
tirees Paulette Curkin and Fred and Can-
dis Isberner have long been considered
strong supporters of the Simon Institute
by their consistent giving and attendance
at its programs.

“We are grateful to Paulette and to
Fred and Candy for their staunch support
and for their decision to honor the Insti-
tute by including it prominently in their
planned giving,” said Institute associate
director Matt Baughman.

As a coordinator in SIU’s GLBT
Resource Center, Curkin encouraged stu-
dents she mentored to join her for Insti-
tute events. “The Institute adds a tremen-
dous value to the campus and community
through its free public programming,”
Curkin said. “It’s a treasure for the stu-
dents, faculty and retirees and we should
all provide support to help fulfill the mis-
sion Senator Simon set for it.”

The Isberners retired from the uni-
versity in 2008 -- Fred as professor and
associate dean of the College of Applied

[SIUC retirees support Institute through Planned Giving)

Sciences and Arts and Candis as executive
director of WSIU, the regional PBS and
NPR affiliate.

“The Simon Institute enriches the ed-
ucational experience for our students and
is a valuable partner for countless univer-
sity departments,” said Candis. “We are
pleased to include it in our planned giving
to bolster the Paul Simon legacy of focus-
ing on significant issues that impact our
region and the nation.”

They are hopeful others will join them
on the ever-growing list of planned giving
donors.

“| encourage those who are interested
to learn more about planned giving options
to contact me,” Baughman said. “There
are planned giving opportunities for ev-
eryone; some even have the potential to
bring considerable tax benefits for the do-
nor, such as a charitable gift annuity.”

There are a number of different options
you can learn about by contacting Matt
Baughman at (618) 453-4001 or baugh-
man@siu.edu.
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